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George W. Crockett

Joseph E. Stevens , Jr.

□

□ Joseph E. Stevens, Jr. has been
appointed Judge of the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern and Western
Districts of Missouri. He received his
J.D. degree from Michigan in 1952.
A member of the firm Lathrop ,
Koontz , Righter, Clagett & Norquist in
his native Kansas City, Missouri,
Stevens was awarded the Lon 0.
Hocker Memorial Trial Lawyers
A ward by the Missouri Bar Foundation in 1963 . He is currently
President of the Board of Governors
of the Missouri Bar.
Stevens has been active in Republican politics in Missouri, serving on
campaign committees for Senator
Danforth and Governor Bond. He has
also served on various committees
of the Missouri Bar, and was Chairman of the Fund Raising Committee
which raised $450,000 in voluntary
contributions for construction of
the Missouri Bar Center in Jefferson
City. He is on the Board of Directors
of the Truman Medical Center, on
The Board of Trustees of the Barstow
School, and on the Board of Trustees
of Central United Methodist Church.

George W. Crockett , who graduated from the Law School in the
class of 1934, has been elected to
represent Michigan's 13th District in
the U.S. House of Representatives .
Mr. Crockett's election to Congress in
1980 followed his distinguished
career as a lawyer, civil rights activist, and judge.
For many years Crockett was a
senior partner in one of the nation's
first interracial law firms, Goodman ,
Crockett, Eden, & Robb . He was also
the first black lawyer in the United
States Department of Labor, to which
he was appointed in 1939. He later
became the Senior Attorney there and
the department specialist on
employee lawsuits under the Fair
Labor Standards Act. In 1943 , with
the formation of the nation's Fair
Employment Practices Commission,
President Roosevelt named Crockett
to be one of its first Hearing Examiners. In 1944 Crockett founded and
became Director of the International
United Auto Workers Fair Employment Practices Department.
In 1966 Crockett was elected Judge
of Recorders Court in Detroit. In
1972 he was reelected to the
Recorders Court, and in 1974 was
elected presiding judge of that court.
Following his retirement from the
Recorders Court, Crockett served as a
visiting Judge for the Michigan Court
of Appeals. In 1980 Crockett became
Acting Corporation Counsel for the
City of Detroit.
In Congress , Crockett serves on the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Small Business, and
the Select Committee on Aging. He is
a member of the Executive Board of
the Democratic Study Group, and
of the Congressional Black Caucus.
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Vernon R. Pearson

Wallace D. Riley

D Vernon R. Pearson, 1950 alumnus of the Law School, was
appointed to the Supreme Court of
the State of Washington by Governor
John Spellman this December. Pearson has served for twelve years as
a Judge on the Washington Court of
Appeals Division II in his home town
of Tacoma. He was chief judge on
that court from 1972 through 1974
and from 1978 through 1980. In 1979
Pearson was presiding chief judge
for the entire State Appeals Court
system.
Pearson's record as an outstanding
lawyer and judge were cited by Governor Spellman in the announcement
of his selection. A fellow Washington
Appeals Court Judge characterized
Pearson as "a lawyer's judge"; other
lawyers and friends praised Pearson's
balanced and deliberate approach to
legal problems. As an appointee to
the court , Pearson will have to stand
for election in the fall. During his
tenure on the Court of Appeals , Pearson was elected three times without
opposition after his initial appointment by former Governor Evans.
A North Dakota native , Pearson
was on active duty in the Navy
before coming to Michigan to study
law. After receiving his degree, he
taught at the University of Washington Law School for a year, then
served as regional attorney advisor to
the federal Office of Price Stabilization in Seattle. before entering the
private practice of law. From 1952
until his appointment to the appeals
court in 1969 , Pearson was a partner
in the Tacoma firm , Davies. Pearson ,
Adderson and Pearson.
Pearson has also been active in
local and state bar activities. He was
president of his local bar association.
was elected to the Board of Governors of the state bar, and served as
bar examiner for five years. He has

also served on his local school board ,
and on the State Board of Education.
With the addition of Pearson in
Washington , the Law School has
alumni serving as State Supreme
Court justices in seven different
states. In addition to the four alumni
now on the Supreme Court of Michigan. Justices in Minnesota, Missouri ,
Maine. New Hampshire, and Hawaii
are graduates of the Law School.
D Law School alumnus Wallace D.
Riley , JD '52 , has been nominated
to be president-elect of the American
Bar Association. His nomination
will be voted on by the House of Delegates of the ABA when it convenes
next August. If elected , Riley will
serve one year as president-elect,
then in 1983 he will become president of the Association. With its
280 ,000 members , the ABA is the
largest voluntary professional association in the world.
Riley , who holds BBA and MBA
degrees from Michigan in addition to
his JD , has long been active in the
ABA . Since 1972 he has been a member of the policy-making House of
Delegates of the organization. He was
a member of the Board of Governors
from 1977 to 1980, chaired its
Finance Committee in 1979-80. and
served on its Long Range Financial
Planning Committee in 1978-80.
He also sat on the ABA's Standing
Committee on Judicial Selection,
Tenure and Compensation in 1974-79
and Committee on Legislation in
1962-68.
Riley has been active in the ABA
sections of Corporation, Banking and
Business Law, Economic of Law
Practice and General Practice and the
Young Lawyers Division. He served
on the General Practice Section Council from 1976 to 1980.

Also active in the Federal Bar
Association , Riley was national vicepresident in 1963-64 and president of
the Detroit Chapter in 1962-63. He
has been a trustee of the Federal Bar
Foundation (Detroit) since 1968.
Riley was president of the State
Bar of Michigan in 1972-73 , and
served on the state bar's Board of
Commissioners in 1965-73. He
chaired its Young Lawyers Section in
1960-61. With the Detroit Bar Association , Riley chaired the Young
Lawyers Section in 1959-60 , and has
served on committees on the Circuit
Court, U.S. District Court , Law Day,
Library , and Publications.
In other professional organizations,
Riley has been Michigan State Bar
Foundation president since 1974 and
is a former vice-president , secretary
and trustee. He served the American
Bar Retirement Association as president. vice-president and a director.
Riley has been a special assistant
attorney general for the State of
Michigan since 1969. He has been a
member of the state's Board of State
Canvassers since 1970, serving as
its chairman in 1974-76 and again
since 1980.
Riley is married to Judge Dorothy
Comstock Riley of the Michigan
Court of Appeals. He holds a master
of laws degree from George Washington University in addition to his
Michigan JD.
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